
Spiritual Drowsiness And 
Carnal Security 

n the twenty-fifth chap ter of the Gos pel ac cord ing to
St. Mat thew, at verse 5, Je sus says con cern ing the Ten 
Vir gins, both wise and the fool ish: “While the bride -
groom tar ried, they all slum bered and slept.”  We

see a rep e ti tion of this phe nom e non daily in the in com pre -
hen si ble drows i ness and spir i tual luke warm ness which
ob tains in Chris ten dom.  The world is se cure and ob du -
rate.  The hyp o crite de ceives him self year in, year out,
with a spu ri ous Chris tian ity and a false hope.  The be liev -
ers grow for get ful, drowsy, neg li gent, mak ing tot ter ing
steps, stopping half way, or lapsing into spir i tual death. 
And the rea son for this de plor able con di tion is: The Bride -
groom tar ries.  Noth ing of an ex cep tional char ac ter hap -
pens.  One year is very much like an other.  There are no
spe cial signs in di cat ing the sec ond com ing of the Lord. 
The un godly flour ish and re joice in their pros per ity. They
seem happy, se cure and con fi dent.  He who loves the Lord
and seeks the heav enly trea sures is laughed at and rid i -
culed as a fool, fre quently suf fers ad ver sity.  A thou sand
al lure ments at tract him, and his heart is bowed down.  Ev -
ery thing ar gues for the world.   No body ut ters the word of
warn ing, of ex hor ta tion or of com fort.  The Word of God is 
sorely ne glected.  Prayer, tes ti mony, wit ness ing for Christ, 
suf fer ing for His name’s sake – all these are ab sent.  The
evil day is here.  The power of dark ness rules.  Even the
elect be come drowsy, cold, list less.  The oil in their lamps
is con stantly di min ish ing:  grad u ally it will dis ap pear and
the lamps will go dry.  Chris tians are grow ing worldly-
minded, care less, and spir i tu ally in dif fer ent.

The list less ness into which Chris tians are sink ing is

shown by the cir cum stance that spir i tual things are be com -
ing in sig nif i cant and un im por tant, while the world and
worldly things are be com ing of prime im por tance to them.  
It is dem on strated by the fact that the Chris tian has be come 
per fectly sat is fied with him self.  He re lies upon him self. 
He feels no bur den of sin.  He has no con flict be tween the
spirit and the flesh, no fear of the en emy, no doubt as to
him self.  He re sem bles Pe ter, when he as sured the Lord:
“Though all men should be of fended be cause of Thee,
yet will I never be of fended” (Mat thew 13:33).  A few
hours later he de nied his Mas ter.  He re sem bles King Da -
vid, when from the roof of his pal ace he cast lust ful eyes
upon the woman, with out dream ing of dan ger.  Too many
Chris tians have no con cern about their steady ad vance -
ment in that which is good.  The grace of God in Christ no
lon ger warms the soul  as in the early days of the Chris tian
life. The Word of God be comes in sipid and taste less.

But that which dif fer en ti ates an hon est soul from the
dis hon est one is, that the liv ing Chris tian soon be comes
anx ious about him self, sees the warn ing look of the Mas -
ter, goes out from the world, and weeps bit terly.  If his car -
nal se cu rity has pro gressed so far that God must use
ex ter nal trib u la tions, or some rep ri mand ing Na than, to ef -
fect an awak en ing, the hon est Chris tian will ac cept the or -
deal to his own good  He will take the warn ing or the
chas tise ment to heart, con fess his sins and his spir i tual in -
do lence, and amend his life by a closer walk with God.  

It is, on the con trary, a mark of the tran si tion from
spir i tual drows i ness and se cu rity to death and ob du racy,
that a per son re fuses to be warned and re mains self-sat is -
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fied and car nally se cure.  Ei -
ther, like Ju das Ishkarioth, he
con tin ues in sin, con ceals it,
de fends it, de nies it, or, like
the fool ish vir gins, he leads
an out wardly re spect able life, 
but is ut terly lack ing in spir i -
tual life.  Thus he goes on, a
false Chris tian, un til the door
is shut.  A per son is in a
fright ful soul-con di tion when 
he no lon ger is ca pa ble of se -
ri ous thought, no lon ger pos -
sesses the abil ity to stop and
con sider the most im por tant
things of life, no lon ger has
any con cern for his soul and
the Judg ment Day.

But such is hu man na -
ture, — a dread ful dem on -
stra tion of death which was to 
be the pen alty for sin and dis -
obe di ence: “In the day that
thou eatest thereof, thou shalt 
surely die” (Gen e sis 2:17);
the re sult of the con di tion de -
scribed by the apos tle:
“There is no fear of God be -
fore their eyes” (Romans
3:18).  They hear God’s
Word.  They read it.  They be -
lieve that while oth ers may
de ceive them selves, they are
safe and se cure.  They have
no fear of be ing lost.  They
are hyp no tized by the al lure -
ments of the world, and laugh 
at the ad mo ni tions of the
Spirit. 

To be con tin ued in the
next is sue of the Morn ing
Glory
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“And they which heard it, be ing con victed
by their own con science, went out one by one,

be gin ning at the el dest, even unto the last.” 
John 8:9

God speaks through our con science.  This helps us to
know what is right and what is wrong.  When one ig nores 
the prick ing of con science it be comes hard ened, but
when one obeys the promptings of the Spirit, the con -
science be comes more ten der.  Je sus wants us to be sen si -
tive to sin.  He would have us quickly turn from our sins
and be clean and pure be fore Him. 

A cou ple of boys stood ready to throw a rock at a bird 
when their fa ther no ticed them.  He called to them, 

“Don’t throw the stone, boys.  The bird will fly at
you.  When I was a boy, fifty years ago, I had no play -
mates so I trained my self to be come skill ful in throw ing
rocks.  One day I went to work for an aged cou ple.  For
seven years a swal low had built a nest un der the roof of
their house.  Each year the cou ple watched for the bird’s
re turn, and were happy when they saw it again.  The bird,
on this day, had set tled on a post, and I took aim and
struck the bird on the head with a rock.  The bird fell
dead, and when I saw the bird fall I felt as though the rock 
had struck me.  The mate to the bird flew around and
around the dead bird and cried and cried.  I have felt bad
about the ep i sode for fifty years.  

It is well to keep one’s con science clear be fore God.  
Dear Lord Je sus, may Thy Word rule in our hearts so

that we will not sin against Thee.  Keep our con science
ten der to ward Thee.  For Je sus’ sake.  Amen.

How shall the young se cure their hearts,
And guard their lives from sin?
Thy Word the choic est rules im parts
To keep the con science clean.

Altar Steps by Pastor R. P. Haakonson, Hauge Lutheran 
Innermission Federation

Ed i tor’s Note: Are you look ing for a bib li cal fam ily
de vo tional book for an en tire year?

Well, you need not look any fur ther as this can be at -
tained from HLIF for a sug gested do na tion of eight dol -
lars plus two dol lars for han dling and post age. We also
have other ma te rials avail able.   

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

For in that He him self hath suf fered be ing
tempted, He is able to suc cor them that are tempted.
He brews 2:12.

IT is un speak ably great that God gave us Je sus as the
Atoner for our sins, and it is also un speak ably great that
He walks among us and de sires to save that which was

lost.  But is it less great that in His life on earth He has
tried what we must try, and that He there fore can help us
when we suf fer and are tempted?  

When our Sav ior sees tears in our eyes, He re mem -
bers the rea son for His own tears.  And when Sa tan
tempts us so that it seems we are walk ing be tween fire
and sword, then our Sav ior looks at us with a heart full of
sym pa thy.  From the depths of His hu man na ture there
arises a power which He has won in His life time, and His
heart calls to us: “I un der stand you, strug gling brother
and sis ter!  I too have been in the same con flict that you
are in now.”  When our souls trem ble be cause heaven is
closed against us and be cause Fa ther hides His face from
us, and we fear eter nal per di tion, then our sad groans
reach Him, and again He shouts to us: “To Me also
heaven was closed when the sweat fell as blood on the
ground, and the cross stood en vel oped in dark ness.”

To see our Sav ior from this side also brings great
power to all the chil dren of God who must suf fer.  Seen
thus He suits us so won der fully well in our daily life.  Try 
to see Him thus to day.

And if I ever go astray, 
My way ward soul He turneth, 
To save the lost, to guide the way, 
For this He ever yearneth; 
He leadeth me, my soul to bless, 
In His own path of righ teous ness 
For His name’s sake and glory.

Thy Kingdom Come by Ludvig Hope, Augsburg
Publishing House © Copyright – 1939, Permission

Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Mary Slessor Faced the Lion Down 
Mary Slessor, the in trepid mis sion ary who sin -

gle-handedly turned back two tribes of war riors and
stopped an in ter tribal war in the heart of Af rica, once met
a lion com ing to ward her on the path.

She was alone and did n’t even know how to shoot, if
she had a gun.  She had only an um brella which she
aimed at the lion and prayed to God to help her, look ing
the beast straight in the eyes.  She stood still and said
firmly, “Get out of here in the name of the Lord Je sus.”

The lion stopped in his tracks and sniffed at the point
of her um brella.  Noth ing daunted, Mary  re peated, “Get
out of here in the name of the Lord Je sus.”  

The lion turned and am bled away through the bush,
leav ing Mary alone.  

What God can do when by faith His ser vants face the
dan ger con fi dent – want ing to live and will ing to die!

Selected
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Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 
By Pas tor Dan iel Cox, New Smyma Beach FL 

The city of Phil a del phia be came the epi cen ter of lib -
erty in the late eigh teenth cen tury and also served as the
tem po rary cap i tal of the na tion un til the city of Wash ing -
ton was con structed.  The city, how ever, was not only the
ground upon which lib erty was pro claimed but also in te -
gral to the mighty work ings of God in our na tion.

In Sep tem ber of 1857 in New York City, a mer chant
named Jer e miah Lamphier ac cepted a full-time positon
for the Old Dutch North Church on Fulton Street.  The
church had fallen on hard times but de cided to pay
Lamphier $1,000 to knock on doors and bring new mem -
ber into the church.

The go ing was slow, and at first he met with lit tle re -
sults, but as he walked around the city one day the
thought oc curred to him that busi ness men might re spond
to a noon time call to prayer.

Once again the go ing was tough, and he did not meet
with im me di ate suc cess.  At his first meet ing there were
but six men, but faith ful ness proved greater than his
doubts.  Lamphier re fused fail ure!  

Within six months ten thou sand busi ness men (out of
a pop u la tion of 800,000) were gath er ing  daily in New
York City for prayer.  Twenty prayer groups spread
through out the city.  The prayer re vival had been born
and was mul ti ply ing in its ef fect.

Cit ies like Boston, Cleve land, Cincinnati, De troit,
In di a nap o lis, Min ne ap o lis, Chi cago, St. Louis, Omaha,
and points west were touched.  Prayer had spon sored a re -
vival!   

By 1858, a great city wide re vival had also swept
across the city of Phil a del phia; and among the great
preach ers of this move ment was a min is ter named
Dudley Tyng.  Tyng, the son of a pas tor, was bold, fear -
less and un com pro mis ing in his preach ing, even ad dress -
ing the sub ject of slav ery and his de tes ta tion of it.  The
clouds of civil war were stir ring along with the rain of re -
newal and re vival.

In ad di tion to min is try as pas tor, Tyng also be gan
hold ing noon day ser vices at the downtown YMCA. 
Mighty crowds were at tracted to hear this dy namic young 
preacher.  

On Tues day, March 30, 1858, over five thou sand
men gath ered for a noon meet ing to hear
twenty-nine-year-old Tyng preach from Ex o dus 10:11:
“Go now ye that are men, and serve the LORD.”  Over
one thou sand of these men re sponded in giv ing their lives 
for the ser vice of the Sav iour!

Amaz ingly, the young preacher re marked, “I must
tell my Mas ter’s er rand, and I would rather that this right

arm were am pu tated at the trunk than that I should come
short of my duty to you in de liv er ing God’s mes sage.”

The prophet had ut tered an un wit ting proph ecy!  By
Wednes day of the next week, Tyng would suf fer a hor ri -
ble ac ci dent.

While stand ing by a piece of farm ma chin ery, the
sleeve of his coat be came en tan gled in the gear ing.  His
arm was drawn into the ma chin ery and torn off by the
roots!  Soon he would be in Heaven; but be fore his flight
to Glory, his fa ther came to his bed and asked, “Dudley,
hun dreds of your friends and co work ers are wait ing for
news from you.  What should I tell them?”  to which he
re plied, “Fa ther, tell them to stand up for Je sus!”  

George Duffield, Tyng’s friend, heard of these last
words and used them as the sub ject of that Sunday’s ser -
mon.  Duffield preached from chap ter 6 of Ephe sians on
the sub ject of the ar mor of God; and in ad mon ish ing the
con gre ga tion to pick up the fight left by Tyng, he quoted
six stan zas of a song he had writ ten upon the sub ject. 
(Ed. The song is Stand Up, Stand Up for Je sus). 

The song is too mil i tant for many to day, but it con -
veys just the type of spirit the Chris tian sol dier needs. 
Jer e miah Lamphier, Dudley Tyng and George Duffield
un der stood that the weap ons of our war fare are not car nal 
but mighty through God to the pull ing down of strong -
holds.

The shots fired in this war were from the can nons of
prayer and preach ing.  “From vict’ry unto vict’ry, His
army shall He lead, Till ev ery foe is van quished and
Christ is Lord in deed.” 

What a Sav iour!  What a song!  And what a her i tage
of hymns!  Selah! 

Sword of the Lord.

Ed i tor’s Note: As I am typ ing this ar ti cle, for our ben -
e fit, I was re minded of an ex pe ri ence in my home com -
mu nity many years ago that I was told about, as I re call.  

An Evan ge list had trav eled from Nor way to the USA
as a guest Evan ge list.  Among his stops were my home
com mu nity where he was to be the speaker for a good
length of time in a Gos pel tent.  

As the meet ings went on, there were re ally no vis i ble
re sults and so the group be hind the Gos pel tent meet ings
got to gether to de cide when the Gos pel tent should be
taken down and nat u rally the con clu sion of the Evan ge -
lis tic Ser vices. 

BUT a Chris tian lay man said in ef fect, “We should
go into my abode and pray about this de ci sion,” AND so
they did, and de cided to con tinue the meet ings.  

To my knowl edge one per son got con verted and
saved, who be came an Evan ge list whom God used as a
ves sel might ily for many years!
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Ed i to rial 
RES

TABERNACLE/TEMPLE
“Or do you not know that your body is the tem ple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom

you have from God, and you are not your own?  For you were bought at a price; there fore
glo rify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 

(I Co rin thi ans 6:19-20)

(AWESOME!)

Years ago a be liever en tered an el o quent church build -
ing – and just en ter ing the build ing they said you could
sense the pres ence of God!  BUT GOD does not dwell
in tem ples made by hu man hands!  “God, who made the 
world and ev ery thing in it, since He is Lord of heaven
and earth, does not dwell in tem ples made with hands.”
Acts 17:24, also 7:48a.

YES many church build ings in di cate to a cer tain ex tent
that we may ex pe ri ence a cer tain awe and rev er ence for
God, but not a sense of His pres ence.  Many churches
are built to the Glory of God by ded i cated hu man
hands.

The words “Ta ber na cle” and “Tem ple” mean God’s
dwell ing place.  BUT God is just as real and per sonal IF  
two or three are gath ered in His Name – be it in a mag -
nif i cent build ing or in a hut or in hum ble abode or un der 
a tree.

When you pur chase a ve hi cle you are given the keys
and ti tle as the “pos sessor” – and thus the main te nance
is your priv i lege/re spon si bility.  NOW in re al ity, pro -
vided you know and are walk ing with JESUS by faith,
YOU are not your own, as JESUS is the Pur chaser and
you be long to HIM!   1 Co rin thi ans 6:19-20 – awe -
some!  “That Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith; that you be ing rooted and grounded in love.”
Ephe sians 3:17.  YOU and I are pur chased with
JESUS’ Pre cious BLOOD, and don’t make light of the
price JESUS had to pay to pur chase/re deem YOU!  HE
gave His very life (per son ally) for YOU!  What a price
to pay for an un wor thy, filthy, lost SINNER!  Isa iah 1:6, 
64:6, Ephe sians 2:8-10, Ti tus 3:5.  WHAT A
TRANSACTION has taken place when you and I have
ex pe ri enced John 1:12-13 & II Co rin thi ans 5:17-21. 
How you now han dle this ves sel/ve hi cle is mainly up to
you!

Ac cord ing to Romans 12:1-2, the priv i lege and chal -
lenge lies with you.  “I be seech you there, breth ren, by
the mer cies of God, that you pres ent your bod ies a liv -
ing sac ri fice, holy, ac cept able to God, which is your

rea son able ser vice, And do not be con formed
(squeezed) to this world, but be trans formed by the re -
new ing of your mind, that you may prove what is that
good and ac cept able and per fect will of God.”  In other
words, frankly, ei ther Sa tan or God pos sesses you, as it
is im pos si ble to serve two mas ters.

There is only one pur pose of a sac ri fice and that is to
please the one it is given unto.  A sac ri fice has no ‘plans’ 
of its own!

In the Old Tes ta ment, a type and shadow of that which
was to come was the first-born, male lamb, with out spot 
or wrin kle. (See Ex o dus 12:5)  Today we have the “Per -
fect LAMB” – JESUS.   This makes us ac cept able be -
fore a sin less Holy God.  Do you pos sess this “Lamb” as 
your per sonal Sav ior and are you walk ing with HIM by
faith?  In a sense, there are three steps in a Chris tian’s
life – Step one: I and Je sus, Step two: Je sus and I and
Step three: JESUS ONLY!  (As cen sion Day proves that
God the Fa ther is to tally sat is fied with the Per fect
Lamb, His Son).

Some times you may hear a pro fess ing Chris tian say: “I
am just hu man!”  Is that true in the light of the open ing
text be fore us?  IF the Holy Spirit is not in dwell ing
within you, you are none of His!

“So then those who are in the flesh can not please God. 
But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit if in deed the
Spirit of God dwells in you.  Now if any one does not
have the Spirit of Christ, (the Per son of the Holy Spirit)
he is not His.” Romans 8:8-9.

 Much of a con gre ga tion’s mu sic to day is cen tered on
what I want and is based on emo tions, feel ings and
what I am prom is ing to do.  The ques tion is this:  Is this
pleas ing to our Liv ing Sav ior?  Please read He brews
13:8-14 be fore read ing the fol low ing: “There fore by
Him let us con tin u ally of fer the sac ri fice of praise to
God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giv ing thanks to His
name.”  Naturally then fol low read ing He brews 13 to
the end of the chap ter, then finishing with He brews
12:28-29, Mat thew 5:13-16.  
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Dear [reader],
Ev ery where you and I look, we are pro voked to

fear.
The rav ages of war and un bri dled vi o lence fill our

eve ning news – acts of ter ror claim ing mul ti ple lives in
once-safe cit ies like Lon don, Paris, and Or lando
…Chris tians around the world tar geted and per se cuted
for their faith…

But as be liev ers, we have not been given a spirit of
fear.  In stead, we have re ceived a spirit of power and
love.  God has given us a sound mind (2 Tim o thy 1:7).  

There fore, even in the midst of global di sas ters and
per sonal cri ses, we should live con fi dently and fear -
lessly in Christ – be cause we know that our God wins.   

Christ will come again in glory.  And when He does, 
He will put the en emy un der his feet and make all things
new…

To gether, we are em pow ered to strike at the very
heart of ter ror, con fu sion, and per se cu tion with the
hope, love, and for give ness of Christ.  And His TRUTH 
is chang ing lives. 

Here is the tes ti mony of …

I am from the Yazidi com mu nity.  We fled our
homes and ISIS took 3,700 of our women and
chil dren hos tage.  Af ter our city was lib er ated, I 
went back to my home to find it looted and
burned.  At that mo ment, I thanked the Lord
that my home is in heaven and that the Bi ble
says, ‘All things work to gether for the good of
those who love Him.’ …

The Gos pel of Je sus Christ is the only hope for a
world en trenched in fear and trag edy – and with your
help, we will con tinue to boldly pro claim it.   

No mat ter what is go ing on in this sin-filled world,
“the One who is in you is greater than the one who is
in the world” (1 John 4:4). …

In Christ, 
   Mi chael Youssef, Ph.D.

Ed i tor’s Note: By the Grace of God and em pow er -
ment of the Holy Spirit, TOGETHER we will con tinue
to re spond in faith rather than fear; as the MG/HLIF is a
part of the King dom of God’s Work on earth!   Through
your part ner ship, you are with us, shar ing the Law and
Gos pel of Christ on the frontlines of min is try, espe cially 
among Lu ther ans!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Heaven
There is much about Heaven we don’t know.  God

has n’t cho sen to re veal ev ery thing to us.  But we do
know Heaven will be far more glo ri ous than any thing
we can imag ine.  

One truth God has re vealed to us, how ever, is one
we some times over look.  In Heaven we will have new
bod ies – bod ies that will be free from the pain and death
of this pres ent world (Ed. To tally free from SIN in ev ery 
form for all Eter nity).  They will be like Christ’s body
af ter His res ur rec tion – some what like our pres ent bod -
ies, yet free from the lim i ta tions we now experience.

Though the doors were locked, Je sus came and
stood among them.  John 20:26.

Wisdom For Each Day © 2008 Billy Graham, Mfd.
for © 2011 Day Spring Cards, Inc. 

Ed i tor’s Note: Please prayer fully read the fol low ing 
Bi ble verses: Job 19:25-27, Psalm 16:9-10, Isa iah
25:8-9, Mat thew 5:30, 26:6-13, Luke 14:14, I Co rin thi -
ans 6:14, 15:38-49, II Co rin thi ans 5:8,  Romans 8:11-13
& 23, Philippians 3:20-21 I Thessalonians 4:14, 11
Thessalonians 5:23-24, I John 3:2, Rev e la tion 21:1-8 &
22:4.   

IT IS AWESOME in His GRACE to be a ta ber na -
cle/tem ple of GOD and an am bas sa dor of HIS!

P. S. Even though we are chal lenged with the main -
te nance of this phys i cal body (that is, the priv i lege and
re spon si bil ity to care for it), how we use this body and
for whom we use it, rest as sured that HE has pur chased
it with His own Pre cious Blood.  When we go through
tri als, af flic tions and trib u la tions, HE per mits the same
(Fa ther-fil tered) in His In fi nite LOVE and GRACE for
OUR BENEFIT.
This is per mit ted or given in or der that hav ing a NEED,

we may come to know HIM per son ally as our Sav ior
and that our roots grow deeper into His Eter nal Word
(through prun ing), and that our lives might be more
fruit ful to His Honor and Glory!  God is at the con trols
in our storms so we need not be ter ri fied!  Je sus re ally
does care, so keep your eyes upon Je sus! 1 Pe ter 5:7.

Dur ing this phys i cal and spir i tual jour ney, be sure you
are us ing your body/mind/spirit in proper ac tiv i ties and
cloth ing with proper at tire, that draws peo ple unto our
Ev er last ing, Eter nal SAVIOR!   



Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

This, dear friend, is ASTOUNDING.

Be cause we be lieve in God’s de sign for mar riage and 
sex u al ity – the uni ver sal be lief of Chris tians for over
2,000 years – the South ern Pov erty Law Cen ter (SPLC) – 
has been demonizing con ser va tive Chris tian min is tries
as “hate groups”, along side the Ku Klux Klan and the
Amer i can Nazi Party!  Does your con gre ga tion be lieve
mar riage is the un ion of one man (male) and one woman
(fe male)?  Does it be lieve that ho mo sex ual be hav ior is a
sin?  If so, your own church  could also be des ig nated as a 
“hate group.”  We will con tinue to stand for the truth of
God’s Word, the BIBLE – but we do need your en cour -
age ment and sup port, as stand ing alone, we will likely
fall.  Your free dom, your chil dren’s free dom is at stake. 
Religious free dom is def i nitely clearly on the line.

Of course, most peo ple are not in fa vor of “hate
speech” – least of all Chris tians, who are to “Let your
speech al ways be gra cious, sea soned with salt…”
Colossians 4:6.  

We need to keep in mind that when the left talks
about “hate,” they are the ones de cid ing how to de fine it
and, sec ondly, they in di rectly have you in mind, who are
be ing true to the ab so lutes of Scrip ture.

Selected by the editor

The New York Times 

Lib eral Me dia Sees What It Wishes to See
For mer vice pres i den tial can di date Sa rah Palin has

filed suit with The New York Times over an ed i to rial
falsely linking her with the 2011 shoot ing of Dem o cratic
Rep. Ga bri elle Giffords.  At the time of the Giffords
shoot ing, nu mer ous news out lets raced to pin the crime
on con ser va tives with out any ev i dence, with sev eral
blam ing a Palin TV ad that “tar geted Giffords’ dis trict for 
elec toral change.” … Nev er the less, the Times re peated
the false charge against Palin in the wake of the June
shoot ing of Rep. Steve Scalise.

Selected 

Religious Liberty Victory 

The United States Su preme Court made an im por tant 
de ci sion in fa vor of re li gious lib erty in June, (2017).  In
the Trin ity Lu theran case, the Court ruled 7-2 that a
Christian school could not be ex cluded from a state pro -
gram sim ply for be ing Chris tian.  The Mis souri case con -

cerned a Chris tian pre-school and daycare in Co lum bia,
Mis souri that qual i fied for a state funded pro gram to re -
sur face play grounds us ing re cy cled rub ber tires.  De spite
oth er wise qual i fy ing un der all the pro gram’s cri te ria, the
school was de nied par tic i pa tion be cause it was Chris tian.  
The high court noted that forc ing peo ple to aban don their
re li gion in or der to par tic i pate in gen er ally-avail able
pub lic pro grams vi o lates the guar an tee of “free ex er cise
of re li gion” un der the First Amend ment.

In the News, A Publication of 
D. James Kennedy Ministries.

“Mandatory” Federal Healthcare
Spending Now Tops $1,000,000,000,000

“Man da tory” fed eral healthcare spend ing un der
what the Con gres sio nal Bud get Of fice calls “ma jor
healthcare pro grams’ ex ceed $1,000,000,000,000 for the
first time in fis cal 2015, ac cord ing to the lat est his tor i cal
data pub lished by the CBO.

The “ma jor healthcare pro gram”… in clude
Medicare, Medicaid, the Chil dren’s Health In sur ance
Pro gram, and sub si dies for peo ple buy ing health in sur -
ance through the Obamacare exchanges.

“Man da tory” fed eral spend ing on these ma jor
healthcare pro grams, ac cord ing to the CBO’s data, in -
creased by 48.3 per cent from fis cal 2008 to fis cal 2016…

In fis cal 2016, the fed eral gov ern ment spent a net of
$1,011,800,000,000 on ma jor healthcare pro grams, ac -
cord ing to CBO. 

Terence P. Jeffrey, CNSNews.com

Gloria Steinem Backs Abortion Because
“Forced Childbirth Is the Single Biggest
Cause of Global Warming”

Ac cord ing to rad i cal fem i nist Glo ria Steinem,
women will never be “fully equal” to men un less they
have abor tion rights.  Oh, and the pa tri ar chy’s to blame
for cli mate change too.

In an in ter view with… writer Lindsey Stanberry,
Steinem shared thoughts on fem i nism; and
unsurprisingly, ev ery thing came back to fe male re pro -
duc tive rights. 

When the writer com mented that some con sid ered
cli mate change to be a fem i nist is sue, Steinem av idly
agreed, opin ing that forced child birth was the cause of
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many of the earth’s prob lems.
“Lis ten, what causes cli mate de pri va tion is pop u la -

tion,” the 83-year-old-ex claimed “If we had not been
sys tem at i cally forc ing women to have chil dren they
don’t want or can’t care for over the 500 years of pa tri ar -
chy, we would n’t have the cli mate prob lems that we
have.” 

 lifenews.com

 American Deaths From Drug
Overdoses in 2015 Equal Number of
American Deaths in Vietnam War 

Breithart.com (April 19, 2017) re ports that the De -
part ment of Home land Se cu rity Sec re tary John Kelly
gives some stag ger ing in for ma tion about il le gal drugs
in our country.

“Dur ing a dis cus sion that George Wash ing ton Uni -
ver sity (GWU) hosted about the threats fac ing the
United States, re tired Gen eral Kelly noted in his pre -
pared re mark, “It’s the high est num ber of drug-re lated
deaths our coun try has ever seen.  It’s more deaths than
the peak of the AIDS ep i demic in 1995.  In a sin gle year, 
we’ve lost nearly as many Amer i cans to drug over dose
as we lost in bat tle in World War 1, al most as many as
were lost in 12 years in Viet nam.   And that’s just over -
dose deaths.  That num ber – as high as it is – says noth -
ing about the long term health dam age to our cit i zens
who sur vive, to say noth ing about the hu man mis ery, the 
fam i lies ripped apart, and the ex tremes of crime and vi o -
lence in her ent in the illegal-drug enterprise.”

“Kelly iden ti fied trans na tional crim i nal or ga ni za -
tions (TCOs) in the form of Latin Amer i can drug car tels
and vi o lent in ter na tional gangs like MS-13 as ‘one of
the great est’ threats against the Amer i can public…

“Echo ing the Drug En force ment Agency (DEA),
Kelly said that most of the her oin in the United States
orig i nates in Mex ico.”

Mur der, crime, drug over doses, and per verted life -
styles seem to have be come the new norm in Amer ica.

RETURN AMERICA, Dr. Ron Baity

The Hauge Re vival Move ment 

There are a few things we ought to have learned
from our his tory dur ing these many years.  May the
Holy Spirit help us to keep them in mind (and heart ex -
pe ri ence).

First of all, we must praise God for the liv ing Chris -
tians, whether they are with us or not.

It is very en cour ag ing to know that al most ev ery
one of our In ner Mis sion so ci et ies has been launched
dur ing, or right af ter, a spir i tual re vival.  (Sad but true,
these So ci et ies are his tory in the USA and Can ada). 
When the hearts were the warm est, when the Holy Spirit 
was the near est, then God’s peo ple felt anx ious to pre -
serve this holy flame among them selves and scat ter it to
oth ers.  So it was in Nor way when the first so ci ety was
or ga nized in Skien in 1853.  So it has been here since
1884.  Re viv als pre ceded and very of ten fol lowed.  This
must be the stron gest proof that we have a God-given
call to labor…

While we should be thank ful for ev ery liv ing Chris -
tian and for all that the Holy Spirit does in the or ga nized
churches and church bod ies, we should not for get that
the heaven-sent re vival God sent upon our peo ple, be -
gin ning in 1776, did not start out with a uni ver sity grad -
u ate or in any or ga nized church.  It took al most 100
years in Nor way be fore it could even en ter an or ga nized
church.  It pleased God to choose as His in stru ment a
poor young un schooled farmer, Hans Niel sen Hauge. 
The heaven-sent re vival also worked on and con tin ued
as an ab so lutely in de pend ent move ment, and so it does
in 1941 (and still is a Faith Free Lu theran Move ment)…

We must never for get that just as we started out with 
re viv als and in broth erly love so we must con tinue. 
Con ver sions and broth erly love are the very breath of
our nos trils.  If we for a long time have no con ver sions,
broth erly love also sick ens and de cays.  The In ner Mis -
sion… will also sicken and de cay.  When we have re viv -
als, or only a few con ver sions, the broth erly love is
kin dled anew again. …

So, by the grace of God, let us toil on and carry on in
the power of the Holy Spirit, and in the old foot-steps that 
God set through Hans Niel sen Hauge in 1796, and our
friends in the Red River Val ley in 1884.  Let us pray, in -
ter cede, do per sonal work and make use of evan ge lists.

If we cannot so of ten have the cus tom ary three-day
meet ing now, let us have fel low ship meet ings and small
meet ings in churches and pri vate homes…

Let us never for get that it was the Hauge move ment
alone that did all the soul-sav ing work among our peo -
ple from 1825 – 1843 – for 18 years.  We did not have a
sin gle or ga nized church be fore 1843.  But we had won -
der ful re viv als and a great num ber of con ver sions just
the same.  We have a right to live and to carry on with
our work, just as much as any or ga nized church body. 
We are older than any of them.

The Hauge Movement in America, Published by The
Hauge Inner Mission Federation – 1941.



Protest

“But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed
him to his face, because he stood condemned.”

(Galatians 2:11)

This is the ninth in a se ries of ar ti cles about the con ver -
sion of Mar tin Lu ther.  The year 2017 marks the 500th

An ni ver sary of the Ref or ma tion, and we want to em pha -
size how Lu ther was con verted, for you will see el e ments 
in Lu ther’s con ver sion that are lack ing in most Chris tian
cir cles to day.

Af ter Lu ther was con verted to Christ, he be came
con cerned about the prac tices he saw in the church.  Lu -
ther was con vinced through per sonal ex pe ri ence that for -
give ness of sins was only through faith in Je sus and apart
from hu man merit or works.  He was con vinced of this
through his study of the Scrip tures.

Yet, the church was prac tic ing some thing very dif fer ent.

“For a sum of money, some one could pur chase an in -
dul gence which would grant the re cip i ent re mis sion of all
sins.  Sub scrib ers would en joy a ple nary and per fect re -
mis sion of all sins.  They would be re stored to the of in no -
cence which they en joyed in bap tism and would be
re lieved of all the pains of pur ga tory, in clud ing those in -
curred by an of fense to the Di vine Maj esty.  Those se cur -
ing in dul gences on be half of the dead al ready in pur ga tory
need not them selves be con trite and con fess their sins. …
Re mem ber that you are able to re lease them, for ‘As soon
as the coin in the cof fer rings, The soul from pur ga tory
rings.’ …

“This was too much.  Again on the eve of All Saints,
when Fredrick the Wise would of fer his in dul gences, Lu -
ther spoke, this time in writ ing, by post ing in ac cord with
cur rent prac tice on the door of the Cas tle Church a printed
plac ard in the Latin lan guage con sist ing of ninety-five the -
sis for de bate. …

“There were three main points:  an ob jec tion to the
avowed ob ject of the ex pen di ture, a de nial of the pow ers
of the pope over pur ga tory, and a con sid er ation of the wel -
fare of the sin ner. …

[In Lu ther’s own words]:
“In dul gences are most per ni cious be cause they in duce 

com pla cency and thereby im peril sal va tion.  Those per -
sons are damned who think that let ters of in dul gence make 
them cer tain of sal va tion.  God works by con trar ies so that
a man feels him self to be lost the very mo ment when he is
on the point of be ing saved.  When God is about to jus tify
a man, He damns.  Whom He would make alive He first
must kill. …when a man be lieves him self to be ut terly lost, 

light breaks.  Peace co mes in the Word of Christ through
faith.  He who does not have this is lost even though he be
ab solved a mil lion times by the pope …” 1

Lu ther was grieved over prac tices that “in duce com -
pla cency and thereby im peril sal va tion.”  Though his ini -
tial post ing of the Ninety-five the sis was just for a de bate
among theo lo gians, it quickly spread to the com mon peo -
ple and be came a mat ter of pro test.  Hence those who fol -
lowed in this pro test were called Prot es tants.  Yet as we
look at the scene in Chris tian ity 500 years later, where is
the pro test over mat ters that will im peril sal va tion?  Are
we no lon ger con cerned about teach ings and doc trines
pro moted by re li gious lead ers to day which will lead peo -
ple away from Christ, rather than to ward Him?

I saw a Lu theran Church that ad ver tised on their elec -
tronic church sign, “God Bless ev ery Mus lim dur ing
Ramadan.”  Where is the pro test over this be cause Mus -
lims don’t be lieve in the Trin ity or the de ity of Je sus and
have a “sal va tion” based on works?    Do we not care any -
more that with out faith in the real Lord Je sus that ev ery
Mus lim is go ing to hell?

Where is the pro test over sacramentalism?  When
peo ple, even pas tors, give tes ti mony that they are Chris -
tians to day and will go to heaven be cause they have been
bap tized and give no tes ti mony of per sonal faith in Je sus? 
Where is the pro test over the claim that tak ing com mu nion 
au to mat i cally re mits the sins of the re cip i ent with out stat -
ing that the re cip i ent must have faith for it to be ef fi ca -
cious?  Is this re ally any dif fer ent than be liev ing that we
can give a sum of money and ob tain for give ness of sins? 
The first of the Ninety-five the sis said that the Chris tian
life should be one of daily re pen tance.

Where is the pro test over lib er al ism in so cial is sues? 
When the Bi ble clearly teaches that ho mo sex u al ity is a sin
(Rom. 1:26-27) and that those who prac tice such things
will not in herit the king dom of God (I Cor. 6:9-11).  
Where is the out cry from the Chris tian com mu nity that
this will lead peo ple to hell?  Are we afraid that we will
make en e mies through this?  Are we afraid that peo ple will 
call us legalists?  Are we not con cerned that souls of peo -
ple are go ing lost by be liev ing a lie?

Does not doc trine mat ter any more?  Are we just sup -
posed to love ev ery one and stand for noth ing and let peo -
ple go along de ceived and go lost?  Lu ther’s post ing of the
Ninety-five the sis would tell us oth er wise.  Je sus’ stand
against the false teach ers of His day would also say oth er -
wise. (See Mat thew 23:13-36) 

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN
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1 Here I Stand:  A Life of Martin Luther by Roland Bainton.  Abington Press, Nashville, TN, 1978, pgs. 58-63.
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Gunnar Graven

“Cry aloud, spare not.  Show My people
their sins.”   Isa. 58:1

Much has been said and writ ten both here and in
Nor way about this fi ery preacher of re pen tance.  We can 
here give only a few brief touches.  …  I shall touch
briefly on four out stand ing ex pe ri ences in his strug -
gling, but fruit ful life. 

First ex pe ri ence – His con ver sion.  Young Graven
had heard the call to re pen tance.  He had re nounced out -
ward sins, but his heart was cold and stony.  There was
no help for him.  He had given up.  

In this for lorn, lost and help less con di tion, he came
to his church in Nor way one Sunday.  A vis it ing pas tor,
who him self had been re cently con verted through a
lay-preacher, spoke on the “Great Sup per” in Luke 14. 
In ap ply ing the words about the poor, blind and needy
who were in vited, he cried out in power and unction: 

“Je sus has come to save those who have noth ing
and can do noth ing!”  The Holy Spirit put these words
into young Graven’s heart.  He was led to Cal vary, born
again, and set free in the very pew he sat.  The bur den of
his heart rolled away and his soul was flooded with
peace and joy.

Sec ond ex pe ri ence — The great test ing.  His heav -
enly peace and joy grad u ally left him, his lost na ture re -
turned with its temp ta tions, and he was over taken by an
aw ful dark ness.  The Tempter whis pered that he had
backslidden, yes even sinned against the Holy Spirit, for 
which there is no for give ness.  With Bun yan, he was
now in “the Cas tle of De spair.”  He lost all strength for
work, sleep and ap pe tite.  He sank into the val ley of the
shadow of death.  He could only sign and groan—be ing
in ag ony.  He tasted the tor ments of hell.  An awful
condition!  

But the blessed dawn came af ter the dark est hour. 
He ex pe ri enced a new sun-rise in his soul and found
heal ing for his de spair ing heart.  The Gos pel set him free 
again.  He felt “the Solid Rock” un der his feet.  The new
song was again put into his mouth.

Third ex pe ri ence – The heav enly call ing.  Young
Graven was go ing to be a shoe maker.  He had just
learned the trade.  But now God laid an other very heavy
bur den upon his heart – the bur den for the lost.  It
pressed down on him night and day – big tears roll ing
down his face and down upon the leather he worked on. 
But how in the world could he, a poor ig no rant boy,
with out rec og ni tion and with out in vi ta tions go out
preach ing?  “But an in vis i ble power had laid hold of
me,” he writes, “and I had no peace till I said: “Here am
I.’”

Out he went, blow ing the trum pet of re pen tance for
ten long years – with out hu man call, sal ary or com pen -
sa tion.  He worked at his trade in be tween for a liv ing. 
But God had called him.  Great re viv als broke out in
many places from which blessed fruits re sulted, which
are felt to this day. 

But now his health gave out.  He rented a small
place near Trodheim, got mar ried and was quiet for
awhile.

Fourth ex pe ri ence – A pi o neer pas tor in South Da -
kota.  Brother Graven and wife, Marit, came to South
Da kota in 1871—north of Vermillion—and found their
first home in “Norbeck’s dug out.”  He soon be gan to
bear wit ness among the new set tlers.  A re vival broke
out.  Sin ners were con verted.  The con verted peo ple or -
ga nized con gre ga tions, called him for their pas tor, had
him or dained and joined. …

The pi o neer strug gle had be gun – against ter ri ble
snow and hail storms, droughts, grass hop pers, press ing
debts, lit tle or no sal ary, liv ing in dug outs and cold shan -
ties – where the health was of ten im paired —  trav el ing
long dis tances on foot in snow, sleet, rain and mud, or at
best on horse back with a bag of hay for a sad dle.  He
min is tered to some 10-12 con gre ga tions be tween Sioux
City, Iowa, and Dell Rap ids, South Da kota – a round trip 
of some 150 miles.  At night he worked on his home -
stead.  His health was at the break ing point again and
again – till he was completely worn out…

Graven was al ways a great soul-win ner.  He was a
“Son of Thun der.”  A child ex pressed it in this way: “I
don’t like Graven; I can’t go to sleep when he
preaches.”  

Some one re marked: “Why does Graven preach so
much on hell?”  The old lay man, Thos. Eidem, an -
swered: “He is best ac quainted there.”  But he cer tainly
was also well at home on Cal vary. 

Graven’s meet ings and ser vices were in the lib erty
of the Spirit.  He had one to open with prayer and an -
other to close – of ten he asked some Christian lady to
close with prayer, and also to give a tes ti mony in a free
song, or in word.  Thus he en cour aged the gifts of grace
and was al ways a great friend of lay-evan ge lism and all
lay man’s ac tiv ity.  He was a lay man’s pas tor in the tru est 
sense of the word.   He was deeply bur dened for his con -
fir ma tion chil dren and the sal va tion of the young
people.

The last three years of his life at Santa Rosa, Graven 
gath ered the peo ple around God’s Word – in his own
home to ward the end – al ways en cour ag ing oth ers to
take part.  His last tes ti mony was on God’s love to a poor 
and needy sin ner.  The peace and joy he had re ceived 51
years be fore was  surg ing through his soul in a re mark -



able way just be fore his pass ing  His face beamed with
heav enly joy, which rested over his face, even af ter the
soul had left the body and gone home to God.

Mrs. Marit Graven nee Olstad sur vived her hus band
by nine teen years.  She was very gifted and a typ i cal
Haugean, Chris tian woman.  She was of great help to her
hus band in his soul-sav ing work.  Where he was fi ery,
ag gres sive, some times irate and hasty, she would be pa -
tient, calm, lov ing, yet firm.  She brought great bless ings
to many through her spirit-filled sing ing and her prayers
in the meet ings.  When a new min is ter wanted to turn the
prayer meet ing into a lec ture meet ing, she let him know
that noth ing could take the place of an old-fash ioned
prayer meet ing.  They had no chil dren but were spe cially
ac tive in found ing the Beresford Or phans’ Home in
1897. …  May God raise up oth ers of the same zeal and
the same spirit.

The Hauge Movement in America, Published by Hauge
Lutheran Innermission Federation – 1941

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Million-Dollar Challenge 
A very suc cess ful mil lion aire busi ness man be came

un ex pect edly ill and was rushed to a hos pi tal.  His fi nal
hour was at hand.

Like many others, his name was on the church roll,
but his life had been wrapped up in his work.  He had lit -
tle or no time for the things of God.  Soon af ter he was ad -
mit ted to the hos pi tal, his pas tor called to see him.  The
dy ing man grasped his hand and said, “I’ll give you a
mil lion dol lars if you can give me as sur ance of a place in
Heaven.”

The faith ful pas tor was un af fected as far as the
money was con cerned, but as a spir i tual ad vi sor he re al -
ized that per haps for the first time in his life this pop u lar
busi ness man was giv ing se ri ous thought to his soul.

With a prayer for guid ance, he read from the Word of
God pre cious and heart-search ing truths.  He told his lost
church mem ber that as sur ance of a place in Heaven is
only for those who re pent and place their trust in the Lord 
Je sus Christ (Acts 20:21) as their own per sonal Sav iour. 
With a soul-win ner’s com pas sion, he urged him to hum -
ble him self as a sin ner before God.

At last the man saw that sal va tion is “with out money
and with out price” (Isa. 55:1), for the price for his sal va -
tion had al ready been paid on Cal vary’s cross.  Be fore the 
day was out, he was rest ing in full as sur ance of faith.

Do you have that as sur ance?  Je sus said, “I am the
way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6).

Gospel Standard 

The Name I Love 
I love the name of Je sus be cause it brings to me

The blessed news of par don by way of Cal vary.

It tells of how He suf fered for sins, not His, but mine;

He bore their aw ful judg ment in won drous love di -
vine.  

I love the name of Je sus, God’s pre cious, holy Son, 

For He has bought my par don, my soul from sin has
won.

In love be yond all mea sure, in bound less grace to me,

He bore my sins’ dark sen tence upon the cruel tree.

I love Him, yes, I love Him be cause He first loved
me

With love for deeper, broader than the wid est, deep est
sea.

I know I can not love Him as much as He loves me, 

But I love Him, yes, I love Him – Christ who died
for me.

Author Unknown

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

It is not that God is stingy and must be coaxed, for He 
“giv eth to all men lib er ally, and upbraideth not” (James
1:5).  It is that we our selves are so shal low and sin ful that
we need to tarry be fore Him un til our rest less na tures can
be stilled and the clamor of out side voices be dead ened
so that we can hear His voice.  Such a state is not eas ily
reached, and the men God used have paid a price in wres -
tling and pre vail ing prayer.  But it is such men who rise
from their knees con fi dent of His power that go forth to
speak with au thor ity.

Vance Havner 
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His grace is suf fi cient

No one can ex haust it;

Be strong in that grace

Abun dant and true.

Draw largely, con tin u ally out of His full ness;

His grace shall be al ways suf fi cient for you.    

           –anon. 
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Rest Awhile

And the apostles gathered themselves together
unto Jesus; and they told Him all things,

whatsoever they had done, and whatsoever
they had taught.  And He saith unto them,

“Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place,
and rest awhile.”   

Mark 6:30-31

Je sus has com manded His peo ple not only to go
with Him to work: He has also said that we shall go with
Him and rest.  

It is true that many of us are heavy of foot when we
are to go with Je sus to work.  But if it is a Chris tian art to
work for our Sav ior, it is no less an art to go apart with
Him and rest.  It is not at all God’s will that we shall
work all the time.  He who for gets to rest will soon be in -
ca pa ble of work.

The ner vous chase in the work of God’s king dom
wears on us more than we think.  We have no peace ei -
ther in our homes with our own fam ily, or in the prayer
cham ber with God.  It would surely be of much greater
value for the work that God gave us, if we of tener found
the way to rest to gether with our Sav ior.  We must no tice 
that it was when the apos tles came and told about all that 
they had done, that Je sus said: “Now you must go and
rest.”  And in our day it surely is time that we go apart
with Je sus when we be gin to tell oth ers about what we
have done.  If it ap pears to us as though we in this way
de sire to honor God, we will find when alone with Je sus
that we praised our selves most.  

When He again has pu ri fied the heart, we see how
much dross ad hered to the gold.  There fore: Re mem ber
to rest to gether with Je sus, you who are work ing for
Him. 

O Bread of life from heaven, 
To weary pil grims given 
O Manna from above: 
The souls that hun ger feed Thou, 
The hearts that seek Thee lead Thou, 
With Thy most sweet and ten der love.

Thy Kingdom Come by Ludvig Hope, Augsburg
Publishing House, Copyright – 1939, Permission

Granted.

No Shame
We have be come like the peo ple of Jer e miah’s day: 

“They have no shame at all; they do not even know
how to blush” Jer e miah 8:12.

If we are to be pure and holy we must first com mit
our selves – mind, body, and spirit – com pletely to
Christ.  We can’t hold back any area of our life from
Him.  Sec ond, we must avoid sit u a tions that might en -
cour age im pure thoughts or ac tions.  And, third, we
must fill our mind and heart with Christ by feed ing our
souls on a daily diet of prayer and God’s Word.  With
God’s help we can keep our way pure, by liv ing ac cord -
ing to His Word.

How can a young man keep his way pure?  By
liv ing ac cord ing to Your word.  Psalm 119:9

Wisdom to Each Day © 2008 Billy Graham, Mfd. For
©2011 DaySpring Cards, Inc.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Can God Do Ev ery thing?

Are there some things God can not do?  The an swer
may sur prise you: Yes, there are some things that God
can’t do.  God can not, for in stance, tell a lie or go back
on His prom ises.  Nei ther can He do some thing evil or
have an im pure thought.  Why?  Be cause God can not do
any thing that is con trary to His ba sic character.

Not only is He per fect, but He is also ab so lutely
sov er eign and all-pow er ful.  And be cause of that – as
Jer e miah wrote – noth ing is too hard for Him.  If He
could bring Je sus back from the dead, can’t He also help
you over come what ever sit u a tion you are facing today?

Sov er eign Lord, You have made the heav ens and
the earth by Your great power… Noth ing is too hard
for You. (Jer e miah 32:17, NIV)

Wisdom to Each Day © 2008 Billy Graham, Mfd. For
©2011 DaySpring Cards, Inc.

Martin Luther

Mar tin Lu ther once asked his con gre ga tion,
“Do you know more of your Bi ble this year than
you did last year?  Do you know more this year
than you did two years ago?”

Prayer fully read a por tion of God’s Eter nal Word 
ev ery day!

The idea that this world is a play ground in stead
of a bat tle-ground has now been ac cepted in prac tice
by the vast ma jor ity of Chris tians. …The “wor ship”
grow ing out of such a view of life is as far off cen ter
as the view it self – a sort of sanc ti fied night club
with out the cham pagne and the drunks.

A. W. Tozer 



Works Do Not Save, 
but They Do Matter!

M. R. DeHaan 

Con cern ing all who have taken Christ as their Sav iour
and are rest ing on the eter nal foun da tion Rock, “let ev ery
man take heed how he buildeth there upon” (1 Cor. 3:10). 

Here then is a sol emn warn ing to be liev ers to take
heed.  Don’t you be lieve it when the Devil whis pers that
be cause you are saved by grace, you can be care less or in -
dif fer ent or live as you please.

There are two gen eral classes of be liev ers who will
ap pear at this Judg ment Seat of Christ: those who will re -
ceive a re ward for faith ful ness, and oth ers who will “suf -
fer loss” and see their works de stroyed by fire.

A strik ing, con trast ing fig ure is used here to de scribe
these two classes.  First men tioned are those who build on
this foun da tion “gold, sil ver and pre cious stones.”  Next
men tioned are those who build on this same foun da tion
“wood, hay, stub ble” (vs. 12).  The con trast is in deed
amaz ing and strik ing.

We are to re mem ber that both of them are build ing on
the one foun da tion and there fore are safe as eter nity is
con cerned.  But the su per struc ture, that which they build
upon the foun da tion, will be sub jected to the test ing fires
of the Judg ment Seat of Christ.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Forgiveness

Then came Peter and said to Him, ‘Lord, how 
oft shall my brother sin against me, and I

forgive him?  Until seven times?’  Jesus saith
unto him, ‘I say not unto thee, Until seven

times; but, Until seventy times seven.” 
Matt. 18:21-22.   

THE Chris tian who can not for give those who have
sinned against him has a bad dis po si tion; and if he is not
able to over come this, he will lose the for give ness that he
him self has re ceived from God.

It is not al ways easy to for give.  It is es pe cially dif fi -
cult when it is one of our fel low Chris tians, or some one
who is closely as so ci ated with us, who has wronged us. 
But no mat ter who it is or how hard it is, if we are to save
our souls we must con quer the bad tem per.  Vile as it may
sound to say it, nev er the less it is true that there are Chris -
tians who seem un able to for give.   Some say that they can -
not; oth ers ar gue with them selves and suf fer much evil,
but get no where.  That is sad.  There would be much less
evil in homes, fam ily groups, and neigh bor hoods, and in
Chris tian con gre ga tions if we Chris tians had more of the

mild tem per of Je sus who al ways for gave.
What shall we do to get power to for give?
First, look this truth in the eye, that he who will not

for give oth ers, loses for give ness from God.  Je sus has said
that clearly.  Re mem ber also that you must re ceive for -
give ness from God ev ery day.  Next, bring to God in your
prayer the per son that you dis like, men tion him by name,
and tell God plainly that you are un able to for give that per -
son.  Then God will en able you to for give.

A bro ken heart, my God, my King, 
Is all the sac ri fice I bring; 
The God of grace will ne’er de spise
A bro ken heart for sac ri fice.

Thy Kingdom Come by Ludvig Hope, 1939 Copyright,
Augsburg Publishing house, Permission Granted.

Ed i tor’s Note: ALMOST all of God’s prom ises, in
and by His GRACE have a con di tion to be met; even in
what we call the ‘Lord’s Prayer’!  Is n’t it in ter est ing that
God’s Book, the BIBLE, is a book of ab so lutes?

A So lu tion for Bore dom 

Dr. Terry Frala 

“For thou shall eat the la bour of thine hands; happy
shalt thou be and it shall be well with thee.” Psalm 128:2. 

The psalm ist tells us some thing about the la bor of our
hands.  The la bor of our hands makes us happy, and it
causes things to go well with us. 

Few peo ple are more mis er a ble than some one who
does not have any thing to do.  That is re ally true.  It re -
minds me of one of my fa vor ite car toons.  It had only two
pan els.  The first panel has the dad and mom ly ing in bed
asleep.  There is a kid fly ing through the air head ing to -
ward their bed scream ing, “SCHOOLS OUT!”  In the last
panel he is sit ting right on top of Dad and Mom say ing,
“I’m bored!”  I can re mem ber those days.  It was dif fi cult
get ting used to not go ing to school when the sum mer
came.  

I’ve heard peo ple say, “When you re tire you are go ing
to be bored to death.”  I’ve known peo ple who were, but
I’ve also known peo ple who did just fine.  But why would
some peo ple as so ci ate re tire ment with bore dom?  Be cause 
if we are not go ing to work, it can lead to bore dom.

Peo ple who re tire and do well are usu ally peo ple who
are ac tive and do some thing whether or not they are get -
ting paid for it.  Ac tiv ity is a re ally good thing.  And that is
what God is try ing to get across here: if we work, we will
fare well—and not need wel fare.    

Sword of the Lord
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We Will Not Bow

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego,
answered and said… Be it known unto thee,

O king, that we will not serve thy gods.”
Daniel 3:16, 18

The nar ra tive of the manly cour age and mar vel ous
de liv er ance of the three holy chil dren, or rather cham pi -
ons, is well cal cu lated to ex cite in the minds of be liev ers
firm ness and stead fast ness in up hold ing the truth of
death.  Let young Chris tians es pe cially learn from their
ex am ple, both in mat ters of faith in re li gion, and mat ters 
of up right ness in busi ness, never to sac ri fice their con -
sciences.  Lose all rather than lose your in teg rity, and
when all else is gone, still hold fast a clear con science as
the rar est jewel which can adorn the bosom of a mor tal. 
Be not guided by the will-o’-the-wisp of pol icy, but by
polestar of di vine au thor ity.  Fol low the right at all haz -
ards.  When you see no pres ent ad van tage, walk by faith
and not by sight.  Do God the honor to trust Him when it
co mes to mat ters of loss for the sake of prin ci ple.  See
whether He will be your debtor!  See if He doth not even 
in this life prove His word that “God li ness, with con -
tent ment, is great gain,” and that they who “seek first
the king dom of God and His righ teous ness, shall have
all these things added unto them.”  Should it hap pen
that, in the prov i dence of God, you are a loser by con -
science, you shall find that if the Lord pays you not back 
in the sliver of earthly pros per ity, He will dis charge His
prom ise is the gold of the abun dance of that which he
possesseth.  His prom ise in the gold of spir i tual joy.  Re -
mem ber that a man’s life consisteth not in the abun -
dance of that which he possesseth.  To wear a guile less
spirit, to have a heart void of of fence, to have the fa vor
and smile of God, is greater riches than the mines of
Ophir could yield, or the traf fic of Tyre could win. 
“Better is a din ner of herbs where love is, than a stalled
ox and in ward con ten tion there with.”  An ounce of
heart’s-ease is worth a ton of gold.

Morning & Evening by Charles Spurgeon, © 1991
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.

All By Grace

Mar tin Lu ther was merely a man saved by the grace
of God and liv ing a sur ren dered life to the Gos pel mes -
sage.  Five hun dred years ago when the Ref or ma tion
started, he sought only to do the things that God had
called him to do.  We all know peo ple even to day that

live a life that is in fused by the grace of God.  These peo -
ple are will ing to put their re sources and even fam ily on
the line at times.  This is not easy, but by the grace of
God, it is en joy able.  These peo ple are not per fect but
are rest ing in the grace of God.  

One of my friends in In dia lives his life sur ren dered
to the Gos pel to see souls saved.  In fact, his life goal is
to see 1,000 peo ple come to a sav ing re la tion ship with
Je sus Christ.  This is in a coun try that wor ships over 330
mil lion dif fer ent gods.  This man, he does n’t want to just 
see a Hindu ac cept Christ as a god, but 1,000 to pub licly
pro claim Him as the only God.

Cur rently, this friend is trav el ing back and forth to a
town that is about six train rides away to teach over fifty
stu dents…  He is so pas sion ate about the pro gram and
these stu dents learn ing the Bi ble that he is cov er ing the
cost of all the travel him self.  

We each can think of many in our lives that have im -
pacted us for the Gos pel of Je sus Christ.  Many of these
peo ple love our Lord and are serv ing Him in var i ous
ways.  You don’t have to do what they do; you don’t
even have to be in full-time min is try.  But you can look
to the One that they look to for strength and mo ti va tion. 
Je sus Christ came to save us from our sins, and He paid
the pen alty in full to sat isfy the wrath of God.  This is the 
One who says to us to take His yoke, He is the One who
sends us out into the world, and He is the One who goes
with us.  

God’s grace – yes, it saves us, and it also em pow ers
us to live for Him.  “For we are His work man ship, cre -
ated in Christ Je sus for good works, which God pre -
pared be fore hand, that we should walk in them”
(Ephe sians 2:10).  

Free Lutheran Bulletin Service Pastor Brent Raan,
AFLC Mis sion ary, Plym outh, MN.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Dear Friend, 
In our day, any one  hold ing a tra di tional, Bib li cal

view of sex and gen der – peo ple like you and me – faces
in tense pres sure to con form (Ed. Be ing squeezed into
the mold of this sin ful world = Romans 12:1-2), to a new 
cul tural or tho doxy – one that is not or tho dox in any
sense of the word.

Only a few short years ago, any ar gu ment to let bi o -
log i cal men use the women’s locker room be cause they
self-iden ti fied as fe male would have been branded ab -
surd.  Yet to day, this is the set tled doc trine of pro gres -
sive lib er als ev ery where – even though it can….and
does….harm people.   

No where is man kind’s sep a ra tion from the Cre ator
more ev i dent than in this head long flight from bi o log i -



cal re al ity.  A pow er ful move ment has taken shape that
says per ceived self-iden ti fi ca tion trumps bi o log i cal sex – 
and it seeks to punish all who disagree. 

Let me be clear: Our com pas sion for the sex u ally
bro ken must be gen u ine – they need the heal ing that can
be found only in Je sus.   

But the Bi ble is clear, too.  In Mat thew 19:4, Je sus
states, “Have you not read that he who cre ated them
from the be gin ning made them male and fe male?” 
Re gard less of how hard we try, we can not es cape re al ity:
we are cre ated in God’s im age as male AND fe male
(Gen e sis 1:27). 

My dear friend, it is not “hate” to stand up for God’s 
in fal li ble truth.

Across the na tion we are see ing po lit i cal co er cion of
a dan ger ous sort… and your chil dren – your grand chil -
dren – are in the cross hairs …

Excerpt taken from D. James Kennedy Ministries
(letter), by Frank Wright, Ph.D. 

Ed i tor’s Note: It is not “hate”  to stand up for God’s
Eter nal TRUTH and to gether we will con tinue tak ing a
Christ-like stand for truth!

When God plans His In cor rupt ible Seed
through YOU, He will bring it to LIFE!

“For as the rain co mes down, and the snow from
heaven, And do not re turn there, But wa ter the earth, And
make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed to the
sower And bread to the eater, So shall My word be that
goes forth from my mouth; It shall not re turn to Me void,
But it shall ac com plish what I please, And it shall pros per
in the thing for which I sent it”   Isa iah 55:10-11.

As you and I al ready know; we who know JESUS as
our per sonal Sav ior are to be sow ers of His In cor rupt ible
Seed, as that is our priv i lege and re spon si bil ity. Thus we of 
this min is try are in need of team-mem bers who faith fully
up hold us in spe cific prayer sup port and in vest ing fi nan -
cially in this por tion of God’s King dom Work here on
earth, while the door is still open!  JESUS says “Oc cupy
Till I Come”!   

What a chal lenge the fol low ing Bi ble Verse is: “So
Je sus said to them, ‘Be cause of your un be lief; for as sur -
edly, I say to you, If you have faith as a mus tard seed; …
noth ing will be im pos si ble for you.  How ever, this kind
does not go out ex cept by prayer and fast ing’”. Mat thew
17:20-21.   

Je sus herein calls our at ten tion to a very small mus tard 
seed!  If we were to place a grain of sand and a grain of

mus tard seed in the palm of our hand’s, you would al most
need a  mag ni fy ing glass to tell the dif fer ence in size. 
God’s mar vel ous power is in that seed, and you and I are to 
ex er cise the gift of a liv ing-faith.  The mus tard seed has
life in it.  Put it into the ground, wa ter, cul ti vate it in prayer
and love with tears (bur den).  And it will take root and
grow into a plant that is the larg est of the herbs—a tree like
plant with stalk, branches, leaves and blos soms – a plant
large enough for bids to perch in it and to build their nests.  

Nat u rally the mus tard seed is a par a ble which is an
earthly story with a heav enly mean ing.  BUT this par a ble
tells us how a small group of be liev ers who are walk ing by 
faith will grow most likely phys i cally, but most cer tainly
ben e fit ting for ETERNITY!  Again we are priv i leged to
plow, plant and wa ter in His Grace.  This is our priv i lege
and re spon si bil ity as blood bought ves sels of His and the
honor and glory be longs to GOD.  It will keep on grow ing!

Nu mer ous Chris tian min is tries were started this way,
as was most cer tainly the Morn ing Glory/Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion.  Let us con tinue to press for ward 
in the Holy Spirit’s em pow er ment!  (Spir i tual bat tles are
not won when re treating and Sa tan es pe cially likes to at -
tack us at our weak est times and points)!

YES, let us move for ward in the pro claim ing God’s
Law and Gos pel, that JESUS only is the an swer for lost
sin ners, and all who truly be lieve God’s Eter nal Word, the
BIBLE!  YES, we NEED to ex er cise the gift of a liv -
ing-faith, and with GOD, noth ing is im pos si ble! 

As team-mem bers to gether through the Royal Blood
shed on Cal vary’s Tree for your sin and mine, we are seek -
ing to reach the lost and nur tur e fel low-be liev ers.  Thus we 
are a fam ily that re flects a unit ing bond of love stem ming
from our mu tual love to ward Je sus and His King dom
Work, be cause He first loved us!

Let US (to gether) try not to limit the power of God’s
Word!

For ex am ple: Look again at the very first verse in the
Bi ble as it reads “IN the be gin ning God cre ated the
heav ens and the earth.”  JUST imag ine at the very be gin -
ning God cre ated the heav ens and the earth, by HIM
speak ing the WORD!  Can you com pre hend the power it
took to bring into be ing the bil lions of stars that as tron o -
mers are stat ing dis cov er ing in the many gal ax ies of outer
space?  

ALSO con sider (with our fi nite mind) the wis dom it
took to de velop the com plex laws that would gov ern the
whole cre ation and give it or der!

LET US not un der es ti mate God’s power of His
WORD, as GOD never changes and His Word never
changes as it is ETERNAL!

Editor
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Up Date 

“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good mea -
sure, pressed down and shaken to gether, and run -
ning over shall men give into your bosom.  For with
the same mea sure that you use, it will be mea sured to 
you” Luke 6:38.  

Some times one may think that money given to
the Lord’s cause is lost.  Many peo ple think so be -
cause they do not un der stand God’s Word: “Give,
and it shall be given unto you!”  It holds true both
ways so that we can also say, “Don’t give, and noth -
ing will be given to you.”

A sev en teen-year-old boy brought an en ve lope
with forty-seven dol lars in it to the trea surer of his
church, one Sunday morn ing.  

“Here is the money for my church pledge,” said
the youth.

Thank ing the do nor, the trea surer asked why he
had his pledge in ad vance and com mended him, also, 
on the amount of the do na tion.  

“My sal ary is nine dol lars a week,” said the
youth, “and I have de cided to give ten per cent (a
tithe) of my wages to the Lord dur ing the year.  I am
pay ing it in ad vance be cause no one knows what
may hap pen to me, and I want to be sure that it is
paid.”

This young man was putt ing first things first.  He 
was pay ing his dues to God first.  God would honor
his prom ise when He says, “Give, and it shall be
given unto you.”  (God’s prom ise, not man’s).  

Dear Lord, make us will ing to give Thee first. 
Help us to be lieve Thy prom ise that Thou wilt give
us more in re turn.  Help us to see that “it is more
blessed to give than to re ceive.”  In Je sus’ name. 
Amen.   

Taken from Al tar Steps by Pas tor R. P.
Haakonson,  Hauge Lu theran Innemission Fed er a -
tion.

Keep in mind, prac tice and heart that God does -
n’t al ways re turn His Prom ise in dol lars and cents;
but He al ways keeps His prom ise(s).  Prov erbs 3:5-
10.

The August In come for the Morn ing Glory was
ap prox i mately $2,936.00.

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing the Morn ing
Glory each month is approx. $2,100.  In ad di tion to the
above costs there are ad min is tra tive costs, so it takes
about $3,600 per month to keep the Morn ing Glory
and the Hauge Lu theran Innermision Fed er a tion
alive.

Can We Hear From You?

We re ceived very lit tle to print this
month in the sec tion en ti tled, “From Our
Fel low ship Cir cle.”  We al ways ap pre ci ate 

hear ing from you, es pe cially what the
Lord Je sus is do ing in your lives.  Thank
you to each one who has sent of fer ings to

us.  We deeply ap pre ci ate each one, re -
gard less of size.

We also want to be good stew ards of what 
you en trust to us in the Lord.  If some one 
has moved or is de ceased or does not wish 
to re ceive the Morn ing Glory any lon ger,
please no tify us of the change so we are

not send ing it to those ad dresses.

May the Lord bless each one richly.


